"IN THO UNITED STATES DISTAICT COURT
FOR THZ DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTOM, D.C.

JAMES E. RRY,
Plaintiff

Cibil Action no.
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND
RECORDS SERVICE,

Defendante.
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This is a Complaint against the National Amhivés and Rscords
‘sarvice, Judicial and Fiscal Branch, for the releass of recordad tapes,

and transcripts thereof, ect., pertaining to ths Dr. Martin Luther King jre
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homicide, and related matter & investigations thereof.
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The Plaintiff, James E. Ray, complains against defandant, Naticnal g

» [

Archives and Records service, and alleges:

1. JURESDICTION:

A) that this court has orifiginal jurisdiction of this action under

Titls 28, United States code, section 1361

B) Additionsl original jurisdiction of this court is founded in:
Lea ve Kelly, B.5. District court for the District of Columbia, Mo. 76-1185 &

1186.

¢) Burther jurisdiction of this action is provided the court;under

VRO A o T T S N T

the public information section of the administrative procedurs Act, Titls 5,

United States cods, section 552 as amended by 81 State 54 (1967)e
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D) Relief is also sought pursuant to the faderal decalratcry judgment

Act, Title 28, United States code, ssction 2201 and 2202 -
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2, Plaintiff, acting pro S¢, requests that the court issus summeons
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in azcordance with Ruls 4 (a) (s) of the Faderal Rules of Civil

procaedurs,

3« Plaintiff presently resides in the state of Tennessee wherein ha

is incarcersted in the States penitentiary at Patros, Tennessee, serving

4 ninty-nine (99) year ssntence in the murder of civil rights Leader,
Drs Martin Luther King Jre (ML.K."3r,)
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Le NATURE QF THE ACTICN:

On Jamary 31, 1977, this court ordered that voluminous
recorded tapes,

and trznseripts thereof, resulting fram the Federal

Bureau of Investigation ("FuB.I."), microphonis surveillance of Drs

Martin Luther King jr., during the period bestwsen 1963 and 1968, be

removed from F.B.I. jurisdiction and Placed in the National Archives under

seal for a period of fifty (50) yoars. (EXH=—i),
being pursuant to defandants demand in, Lee v,

W

Daid order apparently b
Kelly, supra.

The apparent rationale for the court's findings ordering the sealing f

TR

of sald recorded tapes/and transeripts thersof, and s2questering them

BT

in the National Archives for a period of fifty (50) ysars, was that ths

contents thersin could violate the privacy of Dr, Martin Luther King jr.

through publication in the news media of the Tecording contents;
this court alse found,

however,

R SRS

in denying damages because of statute~of=limitations
provisions, thet said reco

e

rding/transeripts had previously besn offersd
and alluded 0 in the news media, i

R
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If in fact said recording/transeripts were effersd & refused by the FuB.I.
to the naticnal news media for publishing & airing it is difricult for

Plaintiff o comprehend why the same press would be willing/egar to

o

publish at thig llate date the material in controversy.
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7e That an invastigation eonducted and

by syndicted Columist.. Jack Anderson, at

Luther King §», associates,

publishag Oetober 10, 1975,

the reguest of Dr. Martin

Anderson found thers ¥as nothing in saig

record.ing/transcripts thereor embarrassing to p

Bo That the F-B-Ia

‘Tutlished by ¥r. Szott in July 1978, that ir the

United Statag Housa of Rapresentatives in

is to thﬁgm; explare M,L.X, Jre murdar, the

sion from the court to examine said reo
of the information thsy contain,

a5 saying “"sscpet communi st

" were invelved in,
movements in Hemphis,

Tennessee,
Saguestered tapes/Document s should be

%= That conversely,

FaB.l., rather then secret commnist,

Dre Martin Luthey King Jre's movements 1 Hemphis,

- Was shot,

10s That thers have besn Teports in the national ne

FuBuI.y in conjunction with certain

attenpting to "elininate® Dr, Kartin Luthor King jr,

kas informeq Syndicated colunmiat,

westigating the murder of M,.L

and knsw, M,L.k.

establishment Blaek Leaders,

L.K. Jre (EAXH"'-G).

Paul Seott, ang

Select Compitt e of the

Ko jre

comnittes myst obtain

erding/transeripts bacausa
Hre Scott goes on to quoates the

FeBaI.
gra.'s

the day he yas mirdered, thus the

there have baen published T3perts that it was the
who were Surreptitioualy Ranaging

Tennesses, the day he

W3 medis that the

ware

(Collective EXH—F),
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1le That ths Chairman of ths atpraqantionsd Select Committeze has
mislead the public, through news confarences, that said Committes

has viswed or perused said Hecording/and transeripts thersof in
the National Archives,

12, That syndicated columnist, Jack Andersort, has published in a

column dated December 17, 1975, that the late Congres:zan, Hals Boggs,

informed he (Anderson) that the F.B.I. was in efrfect Elackmatling
certain Congressmens  (EXH—G),

13+ That plaintiff has informed sald Select Committes in writing that
if any of said recording/transeripts thereof ara embarrassing to Dr.
Mertin Luther King jre then that portion(s) of the recording /transeripts .
Sen be destroyed forthwithe Plaintiff makes the same dsclaration in this :
Complaint,

e That sald Recording/transeripts thereof will provide lsads that will

A

assist in the exonsration of Plaintiff in the Dr. Martin Luther King jr.
homicide,

e

15« The plaintiff respectfully suggest to this court that the purposes
of the National Archives is to preserve records and make them available te

scholars and the general publie, not to cover up political purders and
perpetuate theblackmailing of rdliticans,
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WHIREFORE, in view of the aferesaid the plaintiff,
James 2, Hay, ask:

A) That all of the aforementionad Recorded Tapes/Transcripts
thereof, be mada available to counsal repressnting Plaintiff, Mark Lan2 @sq.,
 the gensral public, and the Select Comuittea of the United States House of
Representatives investigating the King case.
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BE) That the court invite said Select Committes to entasr this

law suit in the public interest in order that all of the facts surrounding
el el
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the murder of Pr. Martin Luther Xing jr. can be layed before the

American people.
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C) That the court take into consideration that plaintiff

£

is a layman and access, because of plaintiff's ingsarceraticn, to ths

M

propar law Books to bring this.action is limiteds Thus the court owverlock

technical errows in this Complaint.

D) That the court approach this suit in ths law & spirit that
the court's/.!udga'a collzagus, Hone John Sirica approached & adjuducatad
the Watergate affdir,

~ Raspectfully submitted O VNN = fc)al{ .
Plaintiff, pro se - /_
Brushy Mountain Prison
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Pst'ms. TN 378105.

ecc?® Select Committee, U.5. House of

Representatives.
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